De tu puio y letra

On November 25, 2015 — the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women — the City
of Quito, Ecuador presented the culminating performance of Suzanne Lacy’s most recent project—built
on the aesthetics of relationship, activism, and social transformation—that contributed to a broad social
movement in Ecuador.

Hundreds Involved in Planning

In Ecuador, an estimated 6 of every 10 women are victims of violence and only 10% of women escape
violent partners. When Lacy arrived in Quito in 2014 she was introduced to the 2012 Cartas de Mujeres
project, where 10,000 Ecuadorian women wrote letters on their experiences of violence. She saw the
letters as an unanswered plea for action.

Mindful of the importance of supporting and building on the many public education initiatives in
Ecuador, Lacy offered to centrally feature the letters in a new production. She brought together city
government departments, non-governmental agencies, art organizations and educational institutions to
work together in the design and production of the project.

Scores of men attended deeply impactful workshops on masculinities and violence--a curriculum
designed by Timm Kroeger of GIZ, an NGO specializing in education on family violence. Each man
“adopted” a letter from an unknown woman--an invitation to interrogate his understandings of family
violence and through the vehicle of the performance, engage in the public conversation. After months of
preparation, including the development of on-going curriculum on family violence in the Universidad de
Las Américas (UDLA) Medical School, rehearsals began.

Collaborating Within and Outside of the Artist Community

Lacy’s work is based in a unique highly collaborative design process that engages scores of participants--
drawn from a careful analysis of the local environment--in “what if?” sessions. Over time, people offer
different talents and concepts to the evolving performance design, ensuring a carefully vetted and
deeply participatory event. Many took on roles as advisors, producers, recruiters, and stage managers,
among them writer Gabriela Ponce who drafted a script from 1,000 original letters; composer Bruno
Louchouarn who produced a stunning score with live and recorded sound; and filmmaker Oderay Game
who produced the performance. (see below for more extensive credits?)

“Rarely does an art performance have a genuinely transformative effect. However, the planning and
involvement of so many partners ensured maximum interest and participation, while the attendance of
many city officials, including the mayor and his wife along with members of the press, ensured that the
work instigated by Lacy and created in collaboration with a team of dozens of people, would continue to
have resonance and impact long after the performance was finished.” Elizabeth Grady
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Chia Patifio, Stage Director
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Moreira, Musicians
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